Eighth Grade History
Document Based Writing Assessment
~The Boston Massacre
Expectations:
This assignment has two parts that are each designed to test your ability to understand, work with, and relate important information from historical documents. For Part One, you will read the Documents and answer objective questions in a timed assessment (much like the MCAS). For Part Two, you are expected to re-read the Documents and then compose an essay responding to the prompt provided. You are expected to integrate ideas, evidence, and quotes from the Documents into a clear and well-organized essay that supports your argument. 

Historical Background: 
This Historical Background may be referred to when completing either section.

On the evening of March 5, 1770, a scuffle between a British sentry and a wigmaker’s apprentice quickly escalated into violence, ultimately resulting in the deaths of five Boston citizens. The tensions that erupted into violence that night were caused by forces that had been building over several years. The Boston Massacre is best understood in the context of several other key historical events.

Following the French and Indian War, the British Parliament passed tax acts (laws) to pay back the debts from the war. Taxes were placed on specific products imported into the Colonies, such as paper, glass, and tea.  Some citizens chose to boycott British goods as a way to protest the acts. Adding to the tension, groups opposed to the tax often threatened or attacked loyalists or merchants who sold British goods. Some of the citizens opposed the taxes so violently that the lieutenant governor of Massachusetts asked for additional military assistance from the British government. 

On October 1, 1768 additional British troops started arriving in Boston. The civilians of Boston reacted to the British soldiers (also known as redcoats or regulars) like they were invaders from another country. By the time of the Massacre there were over 4,000 British soldiers in Boston (a city of 15,000 inhabitants). Colonists opposed to Britain’s attempts to control the Colonies tried to prevent the soldiers from carrying out their duties and enforcing the laws. They often taunted them, calling them names, spitting at them, and instigating fights with them. During the next eighteen months, tensions mounted between the two sides.

On March 2, 1770, a fight occurred at Gray’s Ropewalks. What started as an exchange of insults between members of the Twenty-Ninth Regiment and rope makers at Gray’s Ropewalks escalated into a brawl involving several dozen people. Several soldiers involved in this fight would later be involved in the “Boston Massacre.”

Finally, on March 5, 1770, British soldiers of the Twenty-Ninth Regiment came to the relief of a sentry on duty at the Custom’s House on King Street (now State Street). The soldiers, led by Captain Thomas Preston, were met and surrounded by a large and taunting crowd of civilians. Captain Preston was unable to disperse the crowd. In the commotion, the soldiers opened fire, killing three men instantly and wounding eight. Two of the wounded would later die of their injuries.

 
The Documents

 Boston Gazette and Country Journal Account (This account of the Boston Massacre is taken from the Boston Gazette and Country Journal printed on March 12, 1770.)
“On the evening of Monday, being the fifth current, several soldiers of the 29th Regiment were seen…abusing and wounding numbers of the inhabitants.  A few minutes after nine o'clock…youths, named Edward Archbald [and] William Merchant…came down Cornhill together…passing the narrow alley leading to Mr. Murray's barrack in which was a soldier brandishing a broad sword…Edward Archbald admonished Mr. Merchant to take care of the sword, on which the soldier turned round and struck Archbald on the arm, then pushed at Merchant and pierced through his clothes inside the arm close to the armpit and grazed the skin. Merchant then struck the soldier with a short stick he had… In less than a minute ten or twelve [soldiers] came out with drawn cutlasses, clubs, and bayonets [image: image1.jpg]appvBosTon! fee thy Scins deplore,
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and set upon the unarmed boys …[who], finding the inequality of their equipment, dispersed.  On hearing the noise, …Samuel Atwood came up to see what was the matter…[H]e met the ten or twelve soldiers … rushing down the alley towards the square and asked them if they intended to murder people? They answered Yes, by G-d, root and branch! With that one of them struck Mr. Atwood with a club…Retreating a few steps, Mr. Atwood met two officers and said, gentlemen, what is the matter? They answered, you'll see by and by…Immediately after, those heroes (sarcastic reference to the soldiers) appeared in the square, asking where were the boogers? where were the cowards?...(referring to the youths they had been chasing) [O]ne of them advanced towards a youth who had a split of a raw stave in his hand and said, damn them, here is one of them. But the young seeing a person near him with a drawn sword and good cane ready to support him, held up his stave in defiance; and they quietly passed by him…and then turned down Cornhill Street, insulting all they met in like manner and pursuing some to their very doors. Thirty or forty persons, mostly lads, being by this means gathered in King Street, Capt. Preston with a party of men with charged bayonets, came from the [barracks] to the commissioner's house, the soldiers pushing their bayonets, crying, make way! They took place by the custom house and, continuing to push to drive the people off pricked some in several places, on which they were clamorous and, it is said, threw snow balls. On this, the Captain commanded them to fire; and more snow balls coming, he again said, damn you, fire, be the consequence what it will! One soldier then fired, and a townsman with a cudgel struck him over the hands with such force that he dropped his firelock; and, rushing forward, aimed a blow at the Captain's head which grazed his hat and fell pretty heavy upon his arm. However, the soldiers continued the fire successively till seven or eight or, as some say, eleven guns were discharged.”
Deposition of Captain Thomas Preston (This is the official statement of Captain Thomas Preston made on, March 12, 1770. Captain Preston was the officer in command of the soldiers involved in the shooting on March 5, 1770.)
“It is [a] matter of too great notoriety to need any proofs that the arrival of his Majesty's troops in Boston was extremely obnoxious to its inhabitants. They have ever used all means in their power to weaken the regiments…One of their justices…openly and publicly in the hearing of great numbers of people …, declared "that the soldiers must now take care of themselves, nor trust too much to their arms, for they were but a handful; that the inhabitants carried weapons concealed under their clothes, and would destroy them in a moment, if they pleased." Since which several disputes have happened between the townspeople and the soldiers … On Monday night [March 5th] about 8 o'clock two soldiers were attacked and beat. But the party of the townspeople in order to carry matters to the utmost length, broke into two meeting houses and rang the alarm bells, which I supposed was for fire as usual, but was soon undeceived. About 9 some of the guard came to and informed me the town inhabitants were assembling to attack the troops, and that the bells were ringing as the signal for that purpose and not for fire…In a few minutes after I reached the [barracks], about 100 people passed it and went towards the custom house where the king's money is lodged. They immediately surrounded the sentry posted there, and with clubs and other weapons threatened to execute their vengeance on him. I was soon informed by a townsman their intention was to carry off the soldier from his post and probably murder him… I immediately sent a non- commissioned officer and 12 men to protect both the sentry and the king's money, and very soon followed myself to prevent, if possible, all disorder, fearing lest the officer and soldiers, by the insults and provocations of the rioters, should be thrown off their guard and commit some rash act. They soon rushed through the people, and by charging their bayonets in half-circles, kept them at a little distance…I [ordered] the troops to go…without any loading [of] their pieces; nor did I ever give orders for loading them…The mob still increased and were more outrageous, striking their clubs or bludgeons one against another, and calling out, come on you rascals, you bloody backs, you lobster scoundrels, fire if you dare, G-d damn you, fire and be damned, we know you dare not, and much more such language was used. At this time I was between the soldiers and the mob…[trying] to persuade them to retire peaceably, but to no purpose. They advanced to the points of the bayonets, struck some of them and even the muzzles of the pieces, and seemed to be endeavouring to close with the soldiers. On which some well behaved persons asked me if the guns were charged. I replied yes. They then asked me if I intended to order the men to fire. I answered no, by no means, observing to them that I was advanced before the muzzles of the men's pieces, and must fall a sacrifice if they fired…While I was thus speaking, one of the soldiers having received a severe blow with a stick, stepped a little on one side and instantly fired, on which turning to and asking him why he fired without orders, I was struck with a club on my arm…which blow had it been placed on my head, most probably would have destroyed me. On this a general attack was made on the men by a great number of heavy clubs and snowballs being thrown at them, by which all our lives were in imminent danger, some persons at the same time from behind calling out, damn your bloods-why don't you fire. Instantly three or four of the soldiers fired, one after another, and directly after three more in the same confusion and hurry. The mob then ran away, except three unhappy men who instantly expired…The whole of this melancholy affair was transacted in almost 20 minutes. On my asking the soldiers why they fired without orders, they said they heard the word fire and supposed it came from me…but I assured the men that I gave no such order; that my words were, don't fire, stop your firing. In short, it was scarcely possible for the soldiers to know who said fire, or don't fire, or stop your firing.”

Paul Revere’s etching The Bloody Massacre in King Street (This image was created three weeks after the “Massacre” and was widely published throughout the colonies by anti-British organizations.)
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Court Image of the Boston Massacre (This image was also created by Paul Revere. It was used in the “Massacre Trials” against Thomas Preston and his men.  The image looks down upon the crime scene. The following help in analyzing the image.) 
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The location of the building (the various rectangles with letters in them             ), 


The location of the soldiers (           )


The location of the bodies (drawn as people not to scale, marked by letters                    )


The location of the wounded (marked by letters and circles              )


The sidewalks are marked with a dashed line. The tall building in the center, and marked F, is the Town House. The Custom’s House (not visible in The Bloody Massacre image) is marked L. 

Part One: Objective Responses
Directions:
Select the correct answer(s) for each questions and fill in the corresponding bubble(s) on the answer sheet. You will need to turn back to the Documents in order to complete these questions.

Multiple Choice Questions:

1: Both written accounts reflect a common theme that appears in their respective topic sentences. What is the common theme?

A: That the British hated the Colonists

B: That the Colonists hated the British


C: That each side was equally at fault


D: That neither side was at fault


E: That the other side was at fault

2: In the Gazette Account, which statement(s) (other than the topic sentence) also demonstrates the theme that you indicated in number 1?

A: “In less than a minute ten or twelve [soldiers] came out with drawn cutlasses, clubs, and bayonets and set upon the unarmed boys.”

B:  “Merchant then struck the soldier with a short stick he had…”
C: “…the soldier turned round and struck Archbald on the arm, then pushed at Merchant and pierced through his clothes inside the arm close to the armpit and grazed the skin.”
D: “One soldier…rushing forward, aimed a blow at the Captain's head which grazed his hat and fell pretty heavy upon his arm.”

E: “Thirty or forty persons, mostly lads, being by this means gathered in King Street…”
3: According to Captain Preston’s Account, which of the following best demonstrates how the soldiers were seen by the citizens of Boston? 

A: As allies, there to support them

B: As offensive and unpleasant

C: As weak and ineffectual

D: As soldiers to be respected

E: As a minor annoyance
4: Which statement from Captain Preston’s Account best demonstrates the answer you chose in number 3?  

A: "that the soldiers must now take care of themselves, nor trust too much to their arms, for they were but a

 handful…”
B: “It is [a] matter of too great notoriety to need any proofs that the arrival of his Majesty's troops in Boston

 was extremely obnoxious to its inhabitants.”
C: “Since which several disputes have happened between the townspeople and the soldiers…”
D: “On which some well behaved persons asked me if the guns were charged. I replied yes.” 

E: “About 9 some of the guard came to and informed me the town inhabitants were assembling to attack the troops…”
5: According to the Boston Gazette Account, how did the British soldiers act while going to the Custom’s House? 


A: In an offensive manner


B: In a defensive manner


C: In a cowardly manner


D: In a heroic manner


E: Like youths

6: According to Captain Preston’s Account, how did the British soldiers act while going to the Custom’s House? 


A: In an offensive manner


B: In a defensive manner


C: In a cowardly manner


D: In a heroic manner


E: Like youths

7: In Captain Preston’s Account, he said the following, in reference to his soldiers: “by the insults and provocations of the rioters, (they) should be thrown off their guard and commit some rash act.” What was the meaning of the word rash as Preston used it here?


A: Proceeding without careful consideration of the possible consequences


B: Dash toward (someone or something)


C: Foolish or childish


D: Mean and spiteful behavior


E: Pointless or with little consequence

8: In Paul Revere’s etching, The Bloody Massacre in King Street, what impression did Revere want his audience to have about the people involved with the Boston Massacre?


A: That the British hated the Colonists

B: That the Colonists hated the British


C: That each side was equally at fault


D: That neither side was at fault


E: That the other side was at fault

9: According to the Boston Gazette Account, who ordered the soldiers to fire?


A: The soldiers


B: The mob


C: The man with the stick


D: Captain Preston


E: It is not stated

10: Which line in the Boston Gazette Account best supports your answer in number 9?


A: “…the soldiers pushing their bayonets, crying, make way!”

B: “Thirty or forty persons, mostly lads, being by this means gathered in King Street…”

C: “…a townsman with a cudgel struck him over the hands with such force that he dropped his firelock…”

D: “On this, the Captain commanded them to fire…”

E: “…the soldiers continued the fire successively till seven or eight or, as some say, eleven guns were

 
discharged.” 
11: According to Captain Preston’s Account, which explanation(s) were given as to how the soldiers heard a request to fire? 

A: The soldiers told the others to fire

B: The mob taunted the soldiers to fire

C: Captain Preston ordered his soldiers to fire

D: It might not have been possible for the soldiers to know who said fire 

E: Nothing is stated about who said to fire
12: Which lines in Captain Preston’s Account best support your choice(s) in number 11?

A: “They soon rushed through the people, and by charging their bayonets in half-circles, kept them at a little distance…”

B: “While I was thus speaking, one of the soldiers having received a severe blow with a stick, stepped a little on one side and instantly fired”

C: “…some persons at the same time from behind calling out, damn your bloods-why don't you fire”

D: “On which some well behaved persons asked me if the guns were charged. I replied yes.”

E: “…it was scarcely possible for the soldiers to know who said fire, or don't fire, or stop your firing.”
13: In the Boston Gazette Account, it stated: “However, the soldiers continued the fire successively till seven or eight or, as some say, eleven guns were discharged.” What does the word successively mean in this context?


A: With success


B: Immediately one after another

C: Slowly


D: Rapidly

E: All at once
14: In describing the actual firing of guns at the Boston Massacre, which of the following best describes how Captain Preston’s Account generally compares with the Boston Gazette Account?


A: The two accounts are completely different as to how the firing occurred

B: The two accounts agree a little but are mostly different as to how the firing occurred
C: The two accounts are slightly different but mostly agree with one another as to how the firing occurred

D: The two accounts are completely the same as to how the firing occurred 

15: What is the difference in the number of citizens reportedly present at the Boston Massacre between the Boston Gazette Account and Captain Preston’s Account?

A: 10-12
B: 20-30
C: 30-40
D: 60-70
E: 80-90



 Part Two: Open Response Essay
Essay Prompt:
Using the primary sources provided, compare and contrast the different accounts of the Boston Massacre.
The Process:

Compare and Contrast the primary sources provided about the Boston Massacre.

Loyalist (persons who supported British rule of the Colonies) and Patriots (persons who felt the Colonies should rule themselves) were both involved in the “Boston Massacre.”  The various accounts of the Boston Massacre reflect the varying perceptions of the people who recorded them.  While some descriptions and details are consistent among these sources, there are also several conflicting descriptions and details.  Through a comparison of the different accounts of the Boston Massacre (where you will analyze the consistencies and inconsistencies given in the different accounts), you should begin to develop a better understanding of what actually occurred on March 5, 1770.
FIRST: Re-read the documents carefully to understand the different accounts of the Boston Massacre. As you read them a second time, make marginal notes and mark S for similarities and D for differences within the written accounts.
 

SECOND: Organize your notes and group similarities and differences together.
THIRD: Write a well-organized essay answering the essay prompt above in no fewer than four (4) paragraphs. You may need more than four paragraphs to fully answer the prompt and to earn maximum points. The essay must contain:

· An Introductory Paragraph, introducing the topic and main argument of your essay (thesis);

· Evidence Paragraph(s), each with a topic sentence, analysis including evidence from the documents to support the topic sentence and the overall main argument of the essay (at least one paragraph should explain the similarities between the accounts and at least one paragraph should explain the differences between the accounts); and
· A Conclusion Paragraph, reflecting on the main ideas of the essay and how they support and prove the writer’s main argument (thesis) of the essay. 
TRJHS Social Studies DBQ Rubric

Common Core-aligned rubric (6-8th Grade)
	 
	N/A
0
	Below 6-8th 
1
	Beginning
2
	Emerging
3
	Proficient
4
	Above 6-8th
5

	Introduction 
Writing (Hist/SS, Sci&Tech): WHST.6-8.2a
	No introduction or reference to the topic.
	No introduction of the topic or preview of what is to follow.
	Suggestion of an introduction, with little preview of what is to follow.
	Simple Introduction of a topic with a rudimentary preview of what is to follow.
	Introduces a topic clearly, previews what is to follow.
	Introduces a topic clearly and creatively, previewing what is to follow with masterful use of language.

	Supporting Facts & Details  
Writing (Hist/SS, Sci&Tech): WHST.6-8.2b
	No incorporation of evidence and/or supporting facts.
	Does not incorporate evidence and/or supporting facts relevant to the topic.
	Limited incorporation of evidence and/or supporting facts relevant to the topic.
	Basic incorporation of the evidence and/or supporting facts relevant to the topic.
	Satisfactory incorporation of evidence and/or supporting facts relevant to the topic throughout most of the writing.
	Superior incorporation of the evidence and/or supporting facts relevant to the topic throughout the writing.

	Explanation & Comprehension
Writing (Hist/SS, Sci&Tech): WHST.6-8.2b
	No explanation of evidence and/or supporting facts.
	Does not develop or explain evidence and/or supporting facts with definitions, details, evidence, and support from the sources.
	Limited explanation of evidence and/or supporting facts with definitions, details, evidence, and support from the sources.
	Basic explanation of evidence and/or supporting facts with definitions, details, evidence, and support from the sources.
	Satisfactory explanation of evidence and/or supporting facts with definitions, details, evidence, and support from the sources throughout most of the writing.
	Superior explanation of evidence and/or supporting facts with definitions, details, evidence, and support from the sources throughout the writing.

	Grammatical Usage  
Writing (Hist/SS, Sci&Tech): WHST.6-8.2c
	Paper is limited in length, not substantially the writer’s own work, or sentence structure and grammar do not meet English conventions.
	Sentence structure and grammar generally do not meet English conventions with serious errors in grammar and/or spelling.
	Sentence structure and grammar minimally meet English conventions but show virtually no variation and/or creativity.
	Sentence structure and grammar mostly meet English conventions but show little variation and/or creativity.
	Sentence structure and grammar meet English conventions with few errors (errors do not interfere with communication) throughout most of the writing.
	Sentence structure and grammar show mastery of English conventions with virtually no errors (errors do not interfere with communication) throughout the writing.

	Conclusion
Writing (Hist/SS, Sci&Tech): WHST.6-8.2f
	Does not provide a concluding statement.
	Provides a
concluding statement that does not support the information or explanation.
	Provides a limited concluding statement that attempts to support the information or explanation presented.
	Provides a simple concluding statement that rudimentarily supports the information or explanation presented.
	Provides a concluding statement that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	Provides an insightful concluding statement that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
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